12                              SECRETS OF JAPAN
Restoration At that time the whole nation wa divided into two
great factions, followers of the Shogunate and followers of the Im
penal House The followers of the military lord looked upon the
Emperor as no more than an earthly repre entative of the gods, while
the Imperialists looked upon him as a god These two factions were
again divided in o lesser groups, and among the militarists especially
each group sought its own good at the expen e of the nation and
its own neighbour Each group was ready to make war or defend
itse]f against some aspirant to the Shogunate, or in behalf of the
enthronement of an Imperial heir Those not in power lived in ex
pectancy that some day one of their number would rule Japan with
an iron fist
India and Japan
At this period Japan was in the same turmoil as was India at the
time of the advent of European nations While the rulers of India
were fools enough to fall a prey to the British policy of * Divide and
Rule and thus lost India, the Japanese warring groups took a lesson
from the visit of Commodore Perry of the USA and closed up their
ranks, smelling the danger ahead The visit of the foreigner gave the
Japanese leaders a new vision, a new social consciousness, and after a
time they saw that to unite Japan they must have a common center, a
common rallying point The feudal lords relinquished their petty
ambitions and gathered around this new center of national life
Since the idea was new some writers insist that it was a mere inven
tion of the priests and leaders, but it must be remembered that there
was a worship of the Emperor as a god, and a kind of nitional
loyalty, and that the new leaders were able, as all leaders must be, to
re mterpre the old ideals and make them function for the uniting
of the people under the new and expanding concept That these
leaders were able to see what in their national life could be used to
function for the new nationalism, is a compliment to their ability as
leaders On this point Professor Chamberlain says, * But the twen